
OCEAN PEARL: PATINA MALDIVES, FARI ISLANDS TOGETHER WITH 
DIVE BUTLER INTERNATIONAL DEEPENS GUEST EXPERIENCE AND 
MARINE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME WITH LAUNCH OF EXCLUSIVE 
NEW SUBMARINE

14th December 2023 - Oceans-first island innovator Patina Maldives, Fari 
Islands together with pioneering diving and water sports operator Dive 
Butler International has announced the exclusive addition of a glittering 
new gem to its trove of exceptional guest experiences : the two-person 
submarine, Ocean Pearl. As well as deepening the resort experience 
through next-level exploration and adventure, Ocean Pearl will make 
significant contributions to environmental protection and marine biology 
projects across the Maldives and the surrounding region. The resort 
has also partnered with Dive Butler to establish the first submarine pilot 
training facility in the Maldives.

Ocean Pearl has been engineered by the world-renowned SEAmagine 
Hydrospace Corporation, established in 1995 and recognised for its 
leadership in the recreational submarine industry. Today, SEAmagine 
submersibles have accumulated over 12,000 dives - surpassing the total 
number of dives accumulated by all of its competitors combined - and 
are extensively used by various leisure, commercial, defence and scientific 
organisations around the world.

Ocean Pearl will be operated in conjunction with Dive Butler, all of 
whose submarine pilots have completed SEAmagine’s rigorous training 
programme, initially developed in collaboration with the US Coast Guard, 
and since established as the industry standard. Every expedition is led 
by an on-board pilot and a surface co-pilot, ensuring guests’ safety and 
access to profound knowledge of marine life, complementing the sheer 
wonder of the experience with an educational dimension.info.maldives@patinahotels.com 
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Deeper adventures 
The introduction of Ocean Pearl offers Patina Maldives guests an 
unparalleled perspective on the breathtaking marine life and underwater 
wonders that surround the Fari Islands. With a unique propulsion system 
that offers unsurpassed agility, 360-degree cabin view and an array of 
subsea tools, Ocean Pearl can be safely and precisely piloted up close to 
reefs – providing mesmerising, unobstructed views of the corals, exotic 
marine species and sunken treasures that lie beneath the surface.

Contributing to marine conservation 
For guests seeking an even more purposeful experience than simply 
admiring the gliding grace of manta rays or observing elusive sea turtles 
in their natural habitat, Ocean Pearl also offers a unique opportunity to 
participate in hands-on, immersive initiatives under the sea, contributing 
directly to the preservation and protection of the marine ecosystem. 
Under the guidance of marine biologists and environmental experts, 
guests can engage in data collection and documentation, aiding ongoing 
research efforts. By contributing to marine biology projects, guests 
become part of a vital collective effort to understand and preserve the 
delicate marine ecosystem, not only in the Maldives but also in the wider 
region.

“With the launch of Ocean Pearl, we invite all adventure-seekers, marine 
enthusiasts, and travellers to embark with us on an extraordinary and 
immersive journey into the wonders that await below the surface. 
Whether it’s exploring vibrant coral reefs, actively participating in marine 
conservation efforts, or simply revelling in the sheer beauty of the ocean, 
Ocean Pearl promises to deliver unforgettable memories and a profound 
sense of connection to our planet’s most treasured aquatic ecosystems.” 
 

- Antonio Saponara, General Manager, Patina Maldives, Fari Islands

“We would like to express our profound gratitude to Pontiac Land for their 
innovative approach to tourism; and to our partners Dorado Legacy, Aston 
Investment Group, and Immerse Submarine Piloting for their unwavering 
commitment to environmental stewardship and expanding this project’s 
impact beyond leisure into marine conservation. Becoming the first-of-
its-kind facility to provide submersible pilot training and offer private 
submarine dives could only be achieved through a mindful collaboration 
and unwavering pursuit of excellence.”

- Alexis Vincent, Founder, Dive Butler
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ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS:

ABOUT PATINA MALDIVES, FARI ISLANDS 
Patina Maldives, Fari Islands is the inaugural flagship property from 
sophisticated new lifestyle brand Patina Hotels & Resorts, the latest hospitality 
concept by Capella Hotel Group. Designed by renowned Brazilian architect 
Marcio Kogan, Patina Maldives offers 90 contemporary one- to three-bedroom 
Beach and Water Pool Villas, alongside 20 Fari Studios, all of which embody 
a harmony of sanctuary and stimulation. Set in the Fari Islands archipelago 
in North Malé Atoll, guests can immerse themselves in a new expression of 
island life through thoughtful tailor-made wellness journeys, interactive music 
programmes, captivating culinary experiences, and bask in the light-filled 
Amarta, a James Turrell Skyspace pavilion — all while embracing the vibrant 
social scene that emanates from the destination’s communal heart: the Fari 
Marina Village and Fari Beach Club.

ABOUT PATINA HOTELS & RESORTS 
Patina Hotels & Resorts is the latest hospitality concept from Capella Hotel 
Group. Born out of guests’ desire to honour individuality, Patina appeals to 
a new generation of travellers who seek deeper connections with themselves 
and the world around them. The human-centred design flows with the 
natural modes people are in, gently and intuitively providing for each guest’s 
individual needs, ensuring that no two stays are exactly the same. A five-
star, sophisticated lifestyle brand, Patina Maldives, Fari Islands was the first 
launch, with further properties in Osaka and Sanya also in development. Patina 
Hotels& Resorts is a member partner of DISCOVERY, a multi-brand loyalty 
programme representing a collection of 40 independent hotel brands over 100 
countries worldwide. 
 
ABOUT FARI ISLANDS 
Fari Islands is an elevated Maldivian resort experience that celebrates nature, 
craft and connection. A Pontiac Land Group development anchored by three 
world-class hospitality brands, Fari Islands is located in the North Malé Atoll 
within the Maldives, a 50-minute luxury boat transfer from Malé International 
Airport. The archipelago also features the picturesque Fari Marina Village, 
built around a vibrant Beach Club, charming boutiques and a selection of 
handpicked, upscale food and beverage options. Spaces have been masterfully 
designed by renowned architects from Studio MK27 (by Marcio Kogan), Kengo 
Kuma & Associates, and Kerry Hill Architects, to bring about a delicate balance 
of serene and social. One of the islands is home to a thoughtful hospitality 
campus; Fari Campus is a dedicated island for staff with a focus on community, 
education, and engagement, and is the first of its kind in the Maldives.

Ocean Pearl submarine experiences start from USD2,500++ per hour.  
Rates at Patina Maldives, Fari Islands start from USD2,144++ (approx.. 
GBP1,699++) per night based on two adults sharing a One Bedroom Pool 
Villa including daily breakfast, USD100 resort credit, plus complimentary 
Guest Benefits. Must be booked at least 90 days in advance. Price 
excludes tax and service. Terms and conditions apply.  To book email 
reservations.maldives@patinahotels.com, visit https://patinahotels.com/
maldives-fari-islands/offers/advance-purchase or tel. +960 4000 555. 

Part of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA) DISCOVERY loyalty programme, 
Patina Maldives, Fari Islands recently enhanced its offering so that 
PATINA DISCOVERY members at all levels can now expect even more VIP 
recognition, rewards and access to members-only experiences.
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